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From a great mass of communications
to THB SUN proposing one or another
form for publio appreciation of Mr.
ROOSEVELT'S service to peace and civili-
mation we single out this letter, not for
approval but for reprobation:

“To 'ril EDITON O THB SUN--Sir: 1 propose
as a testimonial to the services of THEODORE
ROOSRVELT In the cause of peace that the Carncgle
Peaco Palace to be erccted at The Hague contain
@ marble statue of the great Peacemaker, of herolo
size, to be contributed by his friends In America;
and that the architects who are td prepare the
plans select a conspieuous site which might appro-

priately be the center of & grand rotunda.
. “J, B, T. TUPPFEm,

* WASHINGTON, D. O, Aug. 81.°

The name attached to the foregoing
Jetter appearsin the official directory as
Chief of the Law Division in the Internal
Revenue Bureau at Washington,  Even
thoughit be the same Mr. TUPPER that
proposes the marble statue at The Hague,

the circumstance that he is an office-
holder under the present Administration
warrants no reflection upon the sincerity
of his admiration of the President's
achievement or the disinterestedness of
his suggestion. It is not the source of
the heroio statue idea that we criticize,
but the idea itself.

We may be mistaken, but we are
strongly inclined to believe that the first
person to condemn and squelch such
a plan as is here suggested would be
the Hon. THEODORE ROOSEVELT himself.
He must be uncommonly happy at the
present moment, not only over the suc-
oess of his efforts to stop the war but
also over the universal recognition of
his preeminence as a maker of peace
and of history. No man could well be
human and not be proud of the deed
and of the unprecedented volume of
the gratulation that is poured upon him
from every quarter. But we do not
think that Mr. ROOSEVELT'S bosom is
so inflated by this remarkable triumph,
or his cranial diameter so enlarged, that
he is now prepared to pose for a statue
- of heroic size, to be erected during his
lifetime, at the expense of his American
admirers, at the center of a grand ro-
tunda in Mr. CARNEGIE'S palace in The
Hague; or that he could contemplate
in any other than a humorous aspect
the proposal of a subscription to estab-
lish him as the principal deity in the
great international Temple of Peace.

That would be an awful responsibility
for THEODORE ROOSEVELT to under-
take, at the age of forty-seven!

The President's reward and memorial
are his already, carved in something
more enduring thae thewtolio-of Pagos, |
or of Pentelious'of of Garvdra, " . -

It our friends u‘hg favor us
pubdiication wish ig ) haye mn
must in all cases send stamps

{
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The City Debt Liniitation.

The State Constitution adopted by
the voters in 1894 provided that no
county or city should become indebted
to an amount exceeding 10 per oent. of
the assessed valuation of thé real éstate
subject to taxation therein. This re-
striction is on the permanert debt and
s modified by these provisions of Sec.
tion 10 of Article VIII. of the Constitu-
tion as it is now:

* This section shall not prevept such pounty,,
eity, town or village from making such provision
for the ald or aupport of its poor as may be au-
thorized by law. ® * °* This section shall not
e oonstrued to prevent the issuing of certificates
of indedbtedness or revenue bonds issued in antio!-
pation of the collection of taxes far amounts actu -,
ally contatned or to be contalned 1o the taxes for
the year when such oertificaiesvi ievenue bonds ais
fssued and payable out of such tases. l\pr shall this
section be construed to preveat the issue of bonds
%0 provide for the supply of water; but the term
of the bonds Issued tg provide for the supply of
water shall not exceed twenty years and A sinking
fund shall be created on the issuing of the sald
bonds for thelr redemption * © °. All certin-
cates of Indebtédness or revénue bonds fssued in
antioipation of the collection of taxes, which are
not retired within five ycars after thelr date of
issue, and bonds iseued {o provide for the supply
of water °* * * shall be Included In ascertain-
ing the power of the city to become otherwise
fndebted.”

The Constitution in the same article
contained a clause providing that when-
ever the boundaries of a city should be-
come the same as those of a county the
power of the county to become indebted
should cease, but that “the debt of the
county at that time existing” should
not be included as a part of the city
debt. When the present city of New
York was created four counties were
included in its boundaries. For this
sitdation the Constitution made no pro-
vision. In order to meet it an amend-
ment to the Constitution was submitted
to the people in 1809, and approved by
them, under which the debts of the coun-
ties making up the city were excluded
from the city debt in the computation
of its debt incurring capacity. This
amendment became operative on Janu-
ary 1, 1000. On that date the aggregate
of the county debts which Mad been
petkoned as part of the city debt was
$20,210,820.04. The debt incurring ca-
pacity of the municipality was increased
jmmediately by that amount, and on
January 1, 1000, thecity found itself with
a margin of $47, 481,058.78, whereas had
the county debts been included in the
computation the margin would have
been only $18,212,188.60. July 1, 1005,
the county debts had been.reduced to

- $28,585,708.26.

It is now proposed to extend tho city's
debt mcurrlng capacity

(

| mining its debt incurring margin.

by the adoption of an amendment to
the Constitution under which the bonds
issued for water supply purposesafter
January 1, 1004, shall be excluded from the
computation of the city debt in deter-
The
proposed amendment would add this
clause to the sentences quoted above:

" Except that debts Incurred by the city of New
York after the Nirst day of January, 1004, to pro-
vide for the supply of water shall not be so In-
cluded.”

The water bonds issued between
January 1, 1904, and August 1, 1805,
amounted to $12,828,408.26, and if the
voters approve of this amendment this
fall these and all obligations issued for
water supply in the future will be ex-
cluded from the city debt when Father
KNICKERBOCKER'S borrowing margin is
to be ascertained. New York's bonded:
debt on July 1, 1005, was $458,207,321.82,
Its borrowing margin was $75,099,769.85,
figured on the real estate assessments
for 1905, That is, city bonds to the

Famount of $76,000,000 could be issued

before the constitutional debt limit was
reached. The exclusion of the water
bonds issued since 1899 from the compu-
tation would increase the margin to
$88,000,000. The amount of the bonds
to be issued by the city for the extension
of the water system hereafter cannot be
given now with any degree of accuracy,
but it will be very large.

The arguments in favor of this amend-
ment are that the Water Department is
self-supporting and able to stand alone,
and that if the enormous sums that
must be expended on the extension and
development of the system in the future
are included in the city debt, it will be
impossible to carry on any other munici-
pal undertaking for years to come.
The amendment has the approval of
the municipal government. The Fi-
nance Department favors it heartily.
Among the proposed amendments as
they will be printed on the official ballot
it will come first.

The Reversed Spoon.

The spoon that is not reversible when
occasion requires and the hand consents
is not much of a utensil, .

The arrangement between the Hon.
CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW and the Equitable
Life Assurance Society, as announced
officially yesterday morning, will de-
light all lovers of the beautiful, the good
and the true.

This i8 not restitution. It would be
cold blooded and un-Christmas-like to
call it go. It is simply a demonstra-
tion, satisfactory to the Hon. PAvuL
MORTON, that a really able ladle can be
made to work both ways.

The New Law Against Graft.

The so-called Anti-tipping law, which
went into effect yesterday, is really an
anti-commission law. It does not for-
bid tips to waiters and others whom the
recipients of their services would re-
ward. These tips are purely voluntary
and a mere return for courtesy and
fidelity, advantageous not less to their
employers than to the recipients. They
are not given for the purpose of cor-
rupting the receiver so far as concerns
his duty to his employer.

So far from that, certain employers
take tips into consideration in fixing
the scale of wages which they pay. A
waiter, for example, must depend on tips
for a large part of the pay he gets. In
some cases the opportunity for tips may
be so rich that a servant is required to
rely on them wholly for remuneration.
__The purpose of the new law is expressed
Tsin the provision making these guilty
of a misdemeanor:

* An agent, employee or servant who, without the
knowiedge and consent of his principal, employer
or master, requests or accepts a gift or gratulty
or a promise to make a gift or to do an act beneficlal
to himself, under an agreement or with an under-
standing that he shall act in any particular manner
%o his principal's, employer's or master's business;
or an agent, employee or servant who, being au-
thorized to procure materials, supplies or other
articles elther by purchase or ocoatract for bLis
principal, employer or master, or to employ service
or labor for his principal, employer or master,
receives directly or indirectly, for'himself or for
apother, & commission, discount or bonus from
the person who makes such sale or contract, or
furnishes such materials, supplies or other articles,
or from a person who renders such service or
labor; and any pegson who gives or offers such an
agent, employee or servant such commisslon, dis-
oount or bonus.”

The giving or promising such a com-
mission or gratuity without the knowl-
edge and consent of the employer is
also made a misdemeanor, and the
penalty provided is a fine of not less
than $10 nor more than $500, or both
fine and imprisonment for not more
than one year.

The act unquestionably strikes at an
evil which is corrupting a large part
of the employed. The habit of de-
manding and getting commissions by
servants and purchasing and employ-
ing agents is widespread. Of course,
it takes the bloom off honesty. It
destroys self-respect. It reduces those
who acquire it to the level of a base
servility. It is a nasty form of breach
of trust.

Whether it can be stopped by this
law is a very doubtful matter. Such a
law, however, may give dealers a pre-
text for doing what they ought to have
done without the law, that is, refusing
absolutely to pay commissions to the
dishonest servanta who attempt to exact
them.

Canada’s New Transcontinental Rafl-
WAaY.

On August 25 the first sod was turned
for Canada's new transcontinental rail-
way line, the Grand Trunk Pacific.
The new road will mean much to Canada.
It will also mean something to the United
States. Its cost will probably be not
far from $175,000,000. Its construction
and operation will call for an immense
qua.nmy of tools, materials and equip-
ment, &’ good deal of which will doubt-
leas be supplied by Canadian mills and
shops, but there i8 every probability
that directly or indirectly material of
great value will be obtained from our side
of the border.

But this immediate market for mate-
rials and supplies is a minor considera-
tion. The new line will open a vast area.

to eettlomens -and productive ‘industry.

Twemy years ago Cannda 8 grea.t north-

west was a wilderness. In 1001, the
latest census year, its prodficts were
valued at $60,000,000, The figures for to-
day cannot be given, but they are far in
excess of those of 1801. The new route
will give them still greater impetus.
The Grand Trunk Pacific will undoubt-
edly, as did the Canadian Pacific, make
its own business.

We are not impressed with the imme-
diate possibilities of the eastern section
of this line, but the Canadians believed
in it enough to provide the money for
its construction, The present Govern-
ment-owned Intercolonial line, east-
ward from Montreal to the coast, has
been a convenience and perhaps a ne-
cessity, but it has been a financial burden
on the country, The naw line must to
some extent compete with it, with prob-
able injury to the interests of both.
The claim has been made that the Trans-
continental, where it comes into com-
petition with the Intercolonial, can, by
reason of its much lower grades aud
easier curves, carry freight for about
60 per cent. of the cost of transporta-
tion over its rival.

The success of the western section is
little short of assured. When the con-
tract for the Canadian Pacifio was
signed, in 1880, there were many who
pronounced the enterprise a plece of
utter folly. It now. runs two express
trains daily from Montreal to the Pacifio
ooast. It operates more than 11,000
miles of line, and its stock stands high
inthe market. The Grand Trunk Pacifio
may not in so short a time rival the
experjence of the older road, but a quar-
ter of a century from now its trains will
run through busy towns and vast fields
of the best wheat in the world.

Yankee Accent.

We hate to believ- our Green Moun-
tain friend, the Buvangton News, when
it assures us that “the Yankee accent
is dying out.” Even in that new New
England world of French Canadians,
Italians and other foreign stocks, we
hope that “Haow air ye?” still gladdeus
the ear. Yet the Burlingtonian is sure
that “even in remotest parts of Ver-
mont the long drawn ‘caow’ and ‘naow’
and kindred words are rarely heard.”
So much the worse. The kindly native
tang, the provincial stamp of speech,
are welcome to all but pedantio and
priggish long ears. The final “a”
sounded as “i" in “pin,” “Ameriky,”
“Africy,” “Cuby”; “European” with the
accent on the antepenultimate, a pro-
nunciation that even Mr. SEWARD is
suid to have used; the sloughing off of
final “g” in “ing”; the adding of “h” to
height, thus pronouncing it as MILTON
spelled it; the little “vulgarisms” like
“git,” -probably reminiscences of the
speech of our ancestors: - they have
their charm, especially as one grows
older and returns to his first love.

If we may judge by books, dialect
never flourished more than in these days
of trolleys and cheap travel and citified
country. Mrs. WILKINS-FREEMAN hears
dialect enough in New England. Prob-
ably Mr. KipLING detected strange in-
tonations and lingo in Vermont, though
nothing approaching the unintelligible
haeh in which he is pleased to compose.
In Maine, lovely Maine, there are pro-
nunciations which an outlander envies
but can scarcely reproduce. “Coat,”
“boat,” even “State,” “Stet o' Maine,”
have their interesting wvariations of
sound. “Surry,” “cluset,” “culerny,”
“Pucahuntas"—why should everybody
pronounce like everybody else?

The truth is that no universal uni-
formity prevails. The Southerner, the
Westerner, the Middle Stater, the in-
habitant of each several State, have
their little peculiarities. The country
is full of local dialects. Many of the
peculiarities ascribed to the “Yankee”
speech may be heard more or less over
much of the country. Certain moun-
tain dialects of the South may be more
limited in their geographical distribu=-
tion, but the Yankee of parts of Indiana
and of the South will preserve the good
old Yankee speech, even if it be true—
which we decline to admit—that HOsEA
BraLow is “as extinct as the dodo.”
The other day we picked some good
words out of the dictionary of “Terms
Used in Forestry and Logging,” mere
drops out of tiie great ocean of special
yet in the main essentially popular
vocabularies. That strange and gifted
speech “Pennsylvania Dutch” ja  atill
too little known. We see no reason why
a man suouldn't be eager and proud to
possess and treasure every particle of
his native dialect, be it Floridiai, Ore-
gonian, Kansan. Even if he is not, if
he loves that cheap plated “cosmo-
politanism” which scorns the vernacular
of the soil, he may be guiltily sure that
his speech, and especially his vowels,
bewrays him. Keep your ears open in
a car, ferryboat or in the street, and
you will catch many shades of “pro-
vincial”—and therefore thrice blessed—
intonation and pronunciation. Finally,
even the snob will drop the prunes and
prisms out of his mouth when he gets
old.

We'll bet there's plenty of Yankee
accent in Vermont still. If there isn't,
our Burlington friend should visit, say,
the Jerseys. In good, flat, nasal, twang-
ing genuine Yankee speech the Jerseys
outshine many of their neighbors. Scene
and landscape seem to have affected
the vocal organs.

Better stop that racetrack business in
Pelham Bay Park, Mr. Commissioner
ScHRADER!

The Iargest telescope owned by a Prlvue Ind!-
vidual has been set up In ex-Governor E. C. SMITHE'S
observatory here.—~News from St. Albans, VI,

Governor SMITH needs the telescope to
observe the Hon, CHARLES WARREN FAIR-
BANKS'S noble ocountenance. While Mr.
FAIRBANKS was in Vermont immortalizing
ETHAN ALLEN the oclouds hid him from the
people. Governor SMITH {8 ' determined
not to be cheated out of a sight of the Wcod
Sawyer of North Meridian street when he
visits Vermont again,

In the World's Work for September will be found
many Interesting portralts of men who are talked
about. Two articles describe the Canadlan North-
west. The Improvements made In Manlla are de-
scribed, and the revolt against the machine In
Philadelphia, Other papers deal with rallroad
methods and raliroad men, with the control of the
Qaribbean, with the peace conference, . There ls &
sketch of Mr. Thomas F. Ryaa.

s

et ——————

PROSPECTS OF LIBERIA,

8ir Harry Johnaton has recently returned
from his third visit to Liberia. He re-
ports many evidences of progress since
his second sojourn in that country, fifteen
years ago. The paper he prepared for the
Royal Geographical 8>clety, published in
the Geographical Journal for August, con-
tains many interesting faots that are not
commonly known, and the deductions con-
cerning the present condition and future
of the negro republic, coming from a stu-
dent of Afrioa who is 8o experlenced and
astute as Sir Harry Johnston, are of spe-
clal value. On the whole, he has a very
favorable opinion of Liberia’s prospecta.

He finds that the primeval forest which
in 1885 grew down to the sea along the
larger part of the coast has been cleared
away ‘in many places to make rcom for
plantations and even settlements.

More than half of the country, which is
nearly as large as New York Btate, is cov-
ered with dense forests. About 3,600 square
miles are occupied by the plantations, gar-
dens, towna and settlementa of the Americo-
uberinns and 2,000 to 8,000 square miles
of the forest have been cleared by the in-
digenous natives. About & third of the
entire territory is the grass and park lands
of the far interfor occupied by the cattle
ralsing Mandingo tribes.

Sir Harry is the first writer to express
the confident bellef that out of the dense
forest {8 to come the great wealth of Li-
beria. This opinion is largely the result
of the most recent explorations. We have
never before heard of Liberia as likely to
become one of the best sources of rubber
in the world's trade. Sir Harry says that
the wealth of this forest in india rubber
producing trees, vines and bushes is8 with-
out parallel in any other part of Afrioa ex-
cept in one or two small areas of the Congo
basin. There are at least twenty-two
species producing salable rubber, includ-
ing the well known Landolphia, from which
most of the Congo rubber is derived, and
the magnificent Funtumia elastica, which
grows to an enormous height and whose
rubber is worth from 75 centa to $1 a pound.
With the present practises in rubber ool-
leoting this great fleld should always be
maintained at its full bearing capacity.
The trade in Liberian rubber has as yet
soarcely begun, Bir George Goldie, who
introduced Para and Castilloa rubbers into
India, also says that rubber is to become
the greatest product of Liberia.

Bir Harry says that the climate of Li-
beria {8 not so unhealthful for the white
man as that of Sierra Leone, and mentions
the curious faot that mosquitoes are few
in number and are almost unknown in the
foresta. The subject has not yet been
fully iInvestigated, but the remarkable
soarcity of - mosquitoes should coincide
with a less marked prevalence of malarial
fevers than along the Ivary and Gold Coasta
and Ingos. Mr. Alexander Whyte, who
has just completed a special study of the
flora of Liberia, in some eomments on Sir
Harry's paper says that the absence of
mosquitoes {3 very extraordinary. There
are a few on the coast, but they aro scarcely
ever found eight or ten miles in the interior,
even in the swamps that would be thought
to be the ideal home of these pests. He
inclines to the view that there must be
some hostile bacteria in the swamps that
destroy the larve of the mosquito.

In Bir Harry Johnston’s opinion the later
generations of the negroes of Amerioan
origin are taking hold of the work of de-
veloping the ocountry with much more
energy and intelligence than the early im-
migranta. They were born in the country
and stand the climate better than their
fathers. He mentions another reason, of
whioch we have heard very little, for their
greater efficiency in pioneering. He says
the practise is increasing among them of
intermarriage with the women of the fine,
vigorous, mative races, and he heartily
commends it as a sensible idea. The ne-
groes from America have not, as a rule,
been able to raise large fomilies of children,
and they now number only 12,000 to 15,000
gouls, while the native tribes are estimated
at 2,000,000.

Liberia will show in its development a
negro state with English as the govern-
mental language, a ooast belt inhabited
by negrces professing Christianity and
wearing oclothing of European cut, and a
hinterland of Mohammedans dressed in
the picturesque and suitable costume worn
at the present day by the Mandingo cattle
breeders, who probably number more than
800,000 The Mandingos have a &slight
infusion of Caucasian blood from North
African tribes, are very industrious, have
a remarkable feeling for art, as is shown
by their handiwork, are genuinely though
not fanatically devoted to Mohammedan
precepts, and are destined to play a nota-
ble part in the development of the country,
Sir Harry regards the spread of Moham-
medanism in the western and northern
parts of Liberia as of immense benefit to
the country, and it has been especially
effective in diminishing the traffio in alco-
hol and in checking drunkenness.

In the last ten years there has been a
marked advance in the good relations be-
twean tha Amarinan rettlers and thair
native subjects, as many of them may
fairly be oalled. Their chiefs and repre-
sentatives from most parts of Liberia now
meet at Monrovia from time, to time for
consultation with the Govemment and
there is now no subjeot of dlugreement
between them. Curiously enough one
result of this mild rule of black by black
{s that the white man {s well received in
all parts of Liberia; because he is weloomed
by the Government and is not associated
in the minds of the natives with conquest
or oppression,

The explordr draws a favorable picture
of the towns and plantations of the
Liberians, all the settlementa showing evi-
dences of progress and a good degree of
civilization and ocomfort. The houses,
churches, offices and public bulldings ars
substantial, well built and comely, but
most of the streets are grass grown and
neglected. Monrovia has a fystem of tele-
phones connecting it with 'all the settle-
ments on the St. Paul River.

The whole paper ia a valuable contribu-
tion to recent information on Liberia. It
is accompanied by an excellent map, show-
ing the extent of the forest area, the areas
oooupied by the Americo-Liberians, the
distribution of towns and native tribes
and the rubber ocollecting statiens thus far
established.

Sins of the Non-Resident Real Estate Owner.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—S{r: The greatest
encouragers of mosquitoes, typhold fever, &c.,
are non-reslident owners of property. Vacant
lots held evidently for speculation are covered
with rank growths of weeds, and every little puddle
concealed by these weeds hecomes a home for the
disease spreading mosquito, 1 can find nothing
in the city ordlnances or In the Sanitary Code to
preveat this nulsance. Surely, in the light ot
present knowledge, this carclessness should re-
celve attention.

The same non-resldents are responsible for most
of the slippery places In winter. Occupants of
premises who fall to olear snow from sidewalks
are haled to court and fined. Mr. or Mrs. Non-
Resident Owner of Squeedunk or Los Angeles can-
not be reached.

Why should not the elty clean sidewalks after
snowfalls and clear vacant lots of weeds, charging
the cost to the property owners, such charges being
liens against the property, tha same as for overdue
water rates, taxes and assessments for Improve-
wentat SUBURBANITE.

BoROUGR PARK, Aug. 39.

I'OLISM 80\'0 IN NEW YORK.

PO ORE T
Program of Next Week’s Festival of tho
Alllance of Polish Stngers o' America.

To Tk Ep1T0R OF THE SUN—Sir: From
all quarters of the United Stutes hundreds of
Polish songsters are flocking to New York
city this week, and when Mavor McClellan
welcomos the assemblage gathered in Terrace
Garden on the evening of Sunday, Sept. 8,
he will 8ee on the stage about 600 Polish sing-
ers, many of whom have traveledl hundreds
of miles to be present.

In accordance with the declsion of the last
convention (in Milwaukee, Sept. 6 and 7,
1903) of the Alllance of Polish Singers of
America, the fifteenth convention of that
alliance will be held in New York city on
Bept, 3, 4, 5 and o,

The two greatest Polish singing socleties
of New York oity—the Harmonia of the bor-
ough of Manhattan and the Lutnia (Lute)
of Brooklyn—have determined to make ¢his
convention of Polish singers indelible in the
memory of the Polish community of New
York and vicinity and creditable to Polish
song. The committee of arrangements has
labored diligently to render Illustrious this
festival of Polish song, and the program
of the convention is exceedingly rich. A
beautiful memorial pampblet. issued by the
Harmonlia Society of New York, gives a terse
history of the Polish singing societies in the
United States and sketches of those who
have rendered services in the fleld of Polish
song.

Sunday evening, arter the singers have
been weloomed by Mayor McClellan, there
will be a goncert and a ball {n Terrace Garden,
Fifty-elg ch street, near Third avenue. In
the concert one of o rutnt

l\?:ar{o?“ h‘mn&‘icno wlll cln thow rnn.

o s
solo ? O(in {’o on-lu from gi Ignon P 3

Moniuszko's he fir trees are murmunnc
on the mounuln tops.” Among other num-
bers on the program_are Lincke's "
worms, " alto solo by Miss Clementine s lek
of Milwaukee; Lhopins “Funeid March,”
bv the ohorus of e Brothers

ety of Nantico e. e aria from

a )] .{eweu Gonnods "Anvll' 7 U
% aglello,” bythechorunonheﬂlrmonu

oolety of New \ork,

Rox ook, New. emblnukl'l “Sonq
out Our Countr 8 norl “P
Chorus,” by the chorus o m.

Brothers Boclety of \unuco nnd Dem-
binski’s “In Lithuania,” by the united male

choruses.

Mond y the sin 'fefl will maroh from the
Pollsh aticmnl ome, 404 East Fifteenth
stre St. Stanislaus’s Polish Roman
Clthollc (.'huroh on Seventh street, betw
Avenue A and Flirst avnnue. whero they will
attend mass, after which they will hnld
sesrion of the convention In Terrace G
In the evening there wlll be a llnclnc con-
test for prizes and a banquet. Tuesday
evening the singers will be r?mlved in Brook=-
Iyn by the Lutnia Society of that borough,

Wednesday will see the close of what pro
faes to be the greutut convention of o
Alliance of Polish Singers of America,

ACLAW PEREOWSKI,

New YORk, Aug. 20
Mackay and the Catholio Parochial
Schools.

To Tax EDITOR OF TamR SoN—Sir! Astherels
quite an erroneous interpretation in regard to Mrs.
Katherine Mackay's communication, it is respect-
fully requested that a correct statement be issued
as an act of Justice to Father Duhigg.

It was uet so much in the improper use of the
word “Romanist” that Mrs. Mackay deserved hie
rebuke, but in the false assertion that parochlal
schools are a menace to our country, Perhaps If
she fully understood the principles of true Chris-
tlan charity inculcated in those attending these
schools her idea of them would assume a more
edifylng aspect, and she would not consider or
designate them so desplcably.

It the tenor of her letter was not offeasive, It
certalnly was very discourteous in expresaing her
refusal of the request in such partial assumption
and without any regard for the sentimentsc’ her
correspondent,

It was rather injudiclous for Mrs. Mackay, In
her ungenerous spirit, to take this opportunity of
demonstrating her religlous tenets.

BROOKLYN, Aug. 20. JAMES F. Roaaw.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Mrs, Clarence
Mackay's statement that “parochlal schools are a
menace to the country” Is refuted by the many
women and men of this country who bhave recelved
their early tralning under the Influence of the
Catholic falth.

1 recelved my early training in a parochial school,
and feel proud of the fact that I am to-day oocupying
one of the highest educational positions held out
to women, and am as self-rellant and trustworthy
as any woman educated in a public school. It has
been my alm in life to live up to the Christlan doc-
trine imbued in the minds of all children who attend
the parochial schools, and 1 feel gratified to think
it was my good fortune to have recelved my edu-
cation under such pure guldance.

I therefore do not agree with AMrs. Mackay In
the stand she has taken in this matter, and I would
also be Interested to know In what way she con-
slders parochlal schools a menace to the oountry.

NEW YORK, Aug.20. AN INTRRESTED RRADER.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: I went to &
Catholic parochlal school and my children also.
They get a better practical education, as I know
from experience, for [ am an employer.

1 regret to say, however, that I agree with the
statement of “Business Man” In this morning's
SUN that most of the hangers-on around the saloon
fn New York are parochial school boys. 1 have
been a drummer in New York for many years and
have observed It with regret.

This is the reason in my judgment: The Irish
race are a very thoughtless and liberal minded
race. They spend thelr money with business peo-
ple that have no use for them except to make money
out of them.

Forelgn speaking Americans oontrol the retall
business of New York. This element boycotts
the Irish, but the Irish do not retallate. In the
Irish sectlon the principal business of their race
is to make their race poor. The rosult is, the Irish
have nmo commercial pull; consequently the Irish
start in life with an Immense handicap. All races
favor thelr own but tho Celtlo Irish.

Race favoritism in New York is so strong ocom-
mercially that the Celt very rarely rises 4o a posi-
tion of over $18 weekly. They have the ability,
but not the commercial pull, While there are ex-
ceptions to my statcments, in the main I know I
am right.

Tammany Hall, by encouraglng the Irish to
hold slnecures, has destroyed them as business
iuen; hesidee, thia husiness of politics, with Its
many temptations, very justly causes a prejudice
against the Irish, who in New York are very largely
an officeholding race.

Until the Irish imitate the narrow minded clan-
nishness and the sober, industrious qualities of
the other succesaful yaces of New York thelr boys
will become loungers around the saloons. Eng-
land is not the cause of your poor commercial
suocess In New York, my countrymen; It is your
own thoughulessness. PATRICK B, BYRNE®,

NEW YORK, Aug. 80,

To TR EDITOR OF TRR SUN-—Sir: The status
of the parochial school in the United States is pecu-
llar. In its activity and Influence it may be sald
to oppose the public school, and In a wider
sense it would be accused of hostllity toward the
Constitution of the republic.

The whole problem may be reduced to the ques.
tlon: To whom belongs the right to develop
the intellect of the American youth? In whose
interest should it be developed? In short, whose
claim on the Intellect of the American youth ia
stronger, that of the republic or that of a Church
or creed?! The answer unconditionally is: The
republio.

In view of this fact,there is no valld reason for
the continuance of the parochlal school, and at-
tendance at the public school should be made
compulsory on every child of whatever denomina-
tlon. No exceptions should prove this rule or
should be tolerated.

Such action would be highly beneficlal to every
one concerned. Not only would the standard of
education be ralsed, but greater tolerance, religious,
raclal and soclal, would ensue. Parochlal schools
exist for the cxpress purpose of Inculecating religlous
bellefs, and the best and most liberal of them foster
distinction.

The education of the American youth should
contalin nothing that 1s dogmatic or which can only
be taught by process of contradiatinction. Is
should consist of elements destined and capable
of exhibiting the universe as & rational systern
In the harmony of alt its parta.

NEW YORK, Aug, 30, GEORGE A. SCHREINER,

To THRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: The wrller
is a graduate of a Cathollc parochial school In
Brooklyn. It was two years higher in 1ts course
of Instruction than publie schools, and s grad-
uates arc holding responsible places—some lawyers,
some dootors, others busineas men. Only a few
of these attended high schools,

“F. X. M." would close the doors of the parochlal
schools, never to open.  Where would the thousands
of the children In them go! To the publiec schools?
Hardly. As Tt s they have not accommodation
cnough for the children outside of the parnchial
schools, Although hundreds of thousands of
dollars are saved to the State annually by these
porochial schools, not one cent do they receive
from the authorities, but support themselves en-
Wrely. ININETY-NINR,

Baoom&y, Aup, Bl

.

THE 850,000 000 AMENDMENT.

Its Advooates Disclaim Any Intentien te
Hide Thelr Project.

To Tag Epitor or THe SuN—Sir! In
reference to your editorial, “Fifty Million
Amendment,” yesterday, permit me to say
that this Is the final step in the comprehensive
plan of highway improvement, and, like all
the rest, comes up merely as permissive, and
brings before the forum of the people the
question: “Shall we continue paying 88 we
g0, in this economic reform, or more wisely
extend that principle absolutely, so that
those who come after and equally share in
the Improvement shall help bear the bur-
den?”

Unless we have some such amendment we]
are held to ‘an annual Investment of $1,000,000
on the part of the State in its cooperation In

main highway improvement, and [t must
be for a long time rather fragmentary, while
the local tax, where undertaken, will be com-
paratively severe. On the part of the State
in dollars and cents, it is merely & question
whether {te $1,000,000 a year shall effect the
comprehensive system within the decade.
The State's cash expenditure Is to be $25,~
000,000, For the other $38,000,000 it is to lend
its oredit to its subdivisions.

This proposed amendment merelr allows
the people of the Btate of New York, repre-
sented in Senate and Assembly, to enact such
statutes as may seem to them fit when tne
local people, likewise by their representatives
in thelr county legislature, have voted for
that for which they will have to pay share
and share alike. This s a brake on undue
progress, and {nsures local watchfulness
equal to the State’s, whioh shall lmro
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or Vfﬂ their cause. We would rather prefer
afull hearing. JoHN A. COLLIER WRIGHT,
ROCHBSTER, Aug. 28,

NEW YORK'S POLICE.

Not So Desperately Bad as Seme Victims
Would Make It Appear.

To THE EDITOR OP THE SUN—S(r: As there is a
happy medium in everything, methinks i¢ might
not be amiss to Invoke 1t this time in re the New
York “cop,” as the gamins call him. 1Is the devil
really as bad as he is supposed to be?

Perbaps not. There 1a & dark slde to every plo-
ture, and some of your eorrespondefits linger over
it 00 much, It seems 10 me, when they voice their
opinlous of the police of New York. Why not
give a side glance onoe in & while at the bright
side of the picture?

The deeds of bravery peformed by our police
almost dally bave given them & record thai they
and New Yorkers genmerally fesl proud of. Aa
isolated oase of clubbing now and then by an over-
zealous oficer is no disgrace to the force as a whole.
Instead of looking for flaws in the Finest, they
deserve our meed of praise usually. We have an
element In eertaln parts of our city that needs the
hand of iron and club of lignum vite, and we can
shut our eyes if the "cops” do get a little over-
strenyous sometimes. When ome koeps within
the law he need have no fear of the alleged “bru-
tality” some people talk about. But wo to the
evildoer; he generally gets all that's coming to
him.

Perhaps it may be admitted that the club le
somewhat 100 freely used: but thas is probably
caused by an undue haste on the part of the officer
to bring hostlities to & close, or In the interests of
an early peace, as it were. If the custom of carry-
ing the club In the hand were abolished perhaps
the lncentive to hit a head or something with it
would disappesr also. Some foreigners think it
an amusing and aggressive sight to see the Gotham
policeman swinging his locust as he patrols his
beat; but we are inured to it and don’t see anything
strange In it. Still, it might serve the purpose
jJust as well if the billy was put away somewhere
out of sight, but handy, as is the rule In some Eu-
ropean citles.

It is up to Mr, MoAdoo to see about that, espe-
clally as we are having 80 many new wrinkles im-
ported specially for the force. But apart from
this little weakness the New York policeman ls
generally all right 1f you keep within the law and
outside his reach. “Evil to him who evil thinks.*

BROOKLYN, Aug. 2. W L. DOOLSY.

Growing Greatness of Heke Smith,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: In fulfilment
of your duty to inform the publio of thehighre-
gard in which the Hon. Hoke Smith is held by his
fellow citizens 0f Georgla, the following dlalogue,
which seems to have slipped your watchful eyes,
will be of interest.

Mr, Smith has had for some years in his employ
a colored gentieman who answers to the name of
Jaokson, and who is an observing and discrimina-
ting man. Some weeks since Jackson met in the
street in Atlanta a friend of his, algo colored, and
after some preliminary remarks about the weather
the conversstion tumed to the absorbing toplc of
Mr. Smith's greatness. Jackson wns unocompromis-
ing in his views on this quostion, and withous
hesitation declared Mr, Smith t0 be the greatest
man that ever llved. His friend demurred, saying:
“Surely you dom't consider Mr. Smith a gmater
man than Abe Linooln?!" Jacksom answered *I
oertainly do.” The friead essayed another opinion—
that Mr. Smith could not be olassed with George
Washington and surely wasn't & greater man.
But Jackeon declared that “Indeed he was.”

The friend, somewhat taken aback by Jackson's
positive dedlarations, pulled himealf together, and
with the air of & man who has found a clincher, sa\d:
“Well, anyway, Mr, Smith isn't & greater man than
God.” Then Jackson, assuming his most dignified
attitude, deliberately respomded: “Mister Smith
is a very young man yet.”

Do your advices from Georgla show that the
people of that State place the pame estimate as does
Jackson on Mr. Smith's greatness?

Naw YORK, Aug. 81. TRUTE SEEXER.

Greas Nows Fruia Texias.

To TS EDITOR OF THB SUN—Sir: They must be
dolng things in Texas! A friend newspaper man In
that State in a letter to the writer sald receatly:
“Texas s growing by leaps and bounds. It will
not be many years before it is so far ahead of the
rest of the South that they cannot be named in the
same year. Around Fort Worth the growth s
itttle short of magical. The great ranches, which
heretofore have been the range of horpeless cattle
which roamed as will, are being cut up into farms,
and the way men, women and ohildren are moving
on them ls & caution. Where & $¢ yeariing used
to roam at will, now a §50 bale of cotton Is grown
every year, or an equivalent in wheat or oats or
corn. Fort Worth is golng ahopd steadlly, but it
{s not s0 much the town as the country that inter-
ests me, as the growth of the ocountry makes the
growth of the town sure. There needs to be a lot
of missionary work done here, The people are
smart &s whips ia some thlags, but leaden dull tn
others. They do not know the value of their re-
sources. There are some chances right around
here that would amase you if you understood
them. One of the best dally newspapers in this
State has a net profit of from $100,000 to $176,000 a
year. And thus it goes all along the line. New
towna are springing up everywhere, and while the
Texas boom I8 scarcely known a¢ home i is pro.
ducing results thas are staggering.”

OHARLES THOMAS Looaw,
NEW YORK, Aug. 28.

Kansan’s Claim te Distinction.
From the Topeka Mafl and Breese,

The undersigned claims the distinction of being
the eighth husband 6f the most married woman
in Kansas. Sho has nover seen any of them dead
—ghe or they being divorced. We are not living
together, having separated last fall, but we have
had no divorce. If any one can beat that record
he or she is entitled to score.

L. C. WaaLaY, Hlawatha, Kan

-

The Famine of Peace.
The rippling grain on Russian fields
Waves yellow in the sun;
The home returning soidler wiclds
The siokle for the gun.

The rice grows ripe in fair Japan,
Her hardy sous to keep:
And homeward comes each fighting man
The harvest wealth (o reap.

The happy wives and nothn smile
And laughing childrea pra

From Russia'es steppes o mpm’u isle
The feasts of weloome walt.

ARNY-NAVY FOOTBALL.

The Comparative Advantages of Princeten
and Piilladeiphia.

To Tae EDpiTorR or Tnr SuN—B8ir: Re-
ferring to the letter of T. N, E., in reply to
my protest against the tranafer of the army-
navy football geme from Philadelphia to
Princeton, permit me to say that if T. N, E
considers the Princeton Inn a satisfactory
substitute for the Bellevue-Stratford he has
an undoubted right to his opinion, That
opinion Is not mine, however. % if he
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" ATLANTIO CiTY, Aug. 2.

The Treaty of Pertsmouth.

To fus Epitom or Tar B8uN—S8ir: 1 no-
ticed in the accounts given of the declaration
of peace between Russia and Japan a hint
to the effect that the envoys might now re-
palr to Washington and there sign the treaty
to be known henceforth as the treaty of
Washington.

Allow me to protest against this, In the
first place, there already existsa’a memorable
treaty between England and the United
States known as the Treaty of Washington,
This treaty prevented the war which was
threatening over the Alabama claims con-
troversy. It was drawn up in 1871 in Wash-
Ington and laid down certaln very important
rules of international law to which ali nations
now conform. Ought it not be a matter of
patriotism to remember the name of one of
our own greatest treaties? Besides, should
this present treaty of peace be called the
treaty of Washington, what an empty title
it would have! The work iIn bringing this
treaty about has been keenly watched by all
the clvilized world, and all eyes tave been
centered on Portsmouth. With that town
the treaty will always be identified, call it by
whatever pame you will, and therefore in
the name of patriotism and common sense
1 say call the treaty by the name of Ports-
mouth, CHARLES TROWBRIDOSE.

Nxw YOREK, Bept. 1.

To ™ag EDITOR OF THE BUN—Sir: In the
midst of Rusaian jubllation and Japanese
disappointment some factsstand out clearly:

1. The Czar was willing to sacrifice his sol-
diers rather than pay a sum of money: the
Mikado was willing to give up this money
rather than sacrifice more lives.

3. The world gives Japan the credit of
magnanimity in making peace as well as of
courage in waging war,

3. The Mikado knew the terms of the new
Anlll'o-.hpnnm alliance when he let Russia
exult,

4. Japan was first in war, is first In peace
and has a place in the hearts of the world,

8. America is in honor bound now to give
Japan a free hand., CHARLES 8, HARTWELL,

HiraM, Me., Aug. 31.

New York County Political Calendar.

Bept. 19—Primaries.

Oct. 6—Democratio oity convention.

Oct. 6—Republican city convention.

Oct. 9-—First day of registration.

Oect. 9—Bronx borough Tammany oon-
ventlon.

Oct. 9—Republican Assembly conventions.

Oct. —Tammany Municipal Court oon-
ventions.

Oct. 10—8econd day of registration.
uOot. 10—Republican Aldermanic conven-

ona.

Ooct. 10—-Tammany Assembly conventlons.

Oct. 11—Republican Municipal Court con-
ventions.

Oct. 11—-TammanyAldermanic conventions.

Oct. 12—Tammany ocounty convention.

Oct. 13—Manhattan borough Tammany
convention, .

Oot. 13—Bronx borough Republican econ-
vention.

Oct. 13—Manhattan borough Republican
oonvention.

Oct, 13—New York
oonvention,

Oct. 14—Third day of regictration.

Oct. 16—Fourth and last day oi registration,

Nov. 7—Election day.

county Republican

A Rejoinder by Father £hanley.

To T™aw Eprror or Tur Sun—Sir: *W,
H. W.” in yesterday's S takes exception
to my n;t;;nen:t .that tho medal struck by
Gregory I. in commemoration of the de-
llvonnoo ol Charles IX. from a um:cngt
oonspi! rl”ox does not prove that Rome was

with the msasacre of BSt. Bar-
tholomow.

He cites an tlon from
loE’e medal ®whch liea before” hi
subjoins that Rom w
the massacre o olomew 8o far as
to approve it wlth

Tlob.mmqlbbo ob -
u of my statement is that tho m uruo
Py regory doe- not provo thn ": :k(.:humh

nol!od &ho ow,
of of Hon'.rou PI.. the originato

trov r ntended,
bar ont Smlv.gd in his mtomoée
‘IRomq

, and
with

wu not. clea gf the business.

s 0o procf that Romse was asea.
vl © maasacre in the sense of in-
cltlnu it, It wn ctruc: ﬁ? orate the
deuvounce of Klnl Char! ea nhnd s family
,,ro massacre fp ‘y Huguenots.

hlx‘ (] evldont. rom o etter of Gregory
() Klnl .n from t. e terms of the ors-
tion o * on_the ooca-
sion of the pub[lo thmkuivln( st Rome,
ANBURY, Aug. 29. WALTER J. SHANLEY,

Bed, Book and Cigar.

To Tea EprtoR OF THR SUN—Sir: Whea 1 pus
tn my oar regarding your comment on the bed,
book and cigar proposition I hardly expected to
open a controversy, but as I have, 1 want %o de-
fend myeelf just this once and let It go. I'm &
subscriber to the bed and book theory—ihis may
satisty Mr. Whiting—but [ still insist that to me
the cigar is a solace the bed and book do not supply.
The three are & combination hard to beat, and I
do not want the added charm of the “night cep,”
though it may add to the pleasure of many, and I
would not have them leave 1t out.

Mr. Whiting, with his experience of over seventy
years, Is worthy of & hearing. Mine is a very little
less than nfty.

11 bed and book estisfy him I'm.glad. They do
me. But the further pleasure of the cigar 1 shall
not resign, nor wear his fireproof bed olothiag,
and { am in no fear of a premature buming,

As 0 belng & healthy Inwalld, opinions may
vary. Wl only say that for over ten months 1 -
have done nothing but read and smoke in bed,
eat In bed, write in bed and do what little think-
ing 1 can In bed. In that time I have been In &
hospital bed five months, without putting feet to
the floor until eight days before leaving. Balance
of the time 1've been In my own bed, except for
possibly an hour or two a day, whea I have been
up in & wheel ohair and, for & month past, taken
a short walk. 1 wish I could do more even now to
please Mr. Whitlng, but it's impossible, So I shall
try to enjoy my cigar, my book or magasine and
my paper In bed without fear of a holocaust,

NOARWICH, N. Y., Aug. 31, FRANK L. CARBUTE.

An Ungallant Couchant Smoker.
To THS EpITOR OF THR SUN-—Sir;

A book of verses underneath the spread,
A Heary Clay, a quart of rye, the head
Enturbaned snugly in a oake of Ice,

O, shen mighi 1 forges that ! am wed!
BosToN, Aug. 31, E. B.

Poetical Place Name.
From (ke Capstown Times.

The voorirekkers had a fine sense of the poetry
of things. Up in the Transvaal there is a little
place which rejoloss in the mame of Waachteen-
beltjebeideboschfontein. It ig & name which speaks
of leisure; whose gentle iavitation %0 the thirs\~
travoler ¢S regt @ little Wy the brook beneath tiw
cool shade ot the tree ealls WD &b enoe the thougm

of & groem oasle 18 & dry and berven-lend.



